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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








The weight of guilt is lifted by divine forgiveness.  The erring rebel needs only to surrender the citadel of the ego.   This opens the treasury of God's kindness.


"Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord" (Acts 3:19; cf. 2:38).  This spiritual refreshment is equivalent to the Lord's revitalizing wave of "grace upon grace" (John 1:12; see Ephesians 1:3).  Heart-felt repentance opens the heavenly door to the gift of the Holy Spirit, continuing cleansing of sin, the right of supplication, peace of mind, joy in living, superintending providence, and answered prayer, glory, honor and immortality.  (Acts 8:22; Romans 2:4-10 et al).  Praise the God of the second chance.  We have the opportunity of "repentance unto life" (Acts 11:18).


________________________


Cont. from page 1


But another tragic truth is that fallen creatures, even forgiven ones, have only a shrunken knowledge of God's nature and His power. Even if we've grown a little in our vision of what could be ahead for us, we still have much to learn. Our God is "able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think" (Ephesians 3:20). He is eager to lift us to planes higher than we can yet imagine. Our need is for a bigger desire, a greater sense of what can happen if we're willing to submit to God as He purges away the things that hold us back.


From "Word Point", by Gary Henry 


                                                 JP  





The Elements of Repentance


       1.  Seeing Sin as God Does.                                     "All are under sin" (Romans 3:9).  What is sin from God's perspective? 


 "Self-knowledge is the first condition of repentance" (Oswald Chambers).  Sin is a grave mistake, an objective deviation from God's Word in attitude, speech or deed, whether by neglectful omission or active rebellion (James 4:17; I John 3:4).  It's wanting our way above God's way.


    Repentance has been called "a conscience active in God's presence."  We see ourselves as God does, realizing we're "poor in spirit" (spiritually bankrupt), being a sinful beggar in need of mercy (Matthew 5:3).  It's altering how we look at our lives, taking God's evaluation instead of our own.  To be good, we must first realize what we've done bad.


2.  Sorrowing Over Sin.  Paul rebuked sin with positive results:  "they were made sorrowful to the point of repentance . . . according to the will of God"  (2 Corinthians 7:9).  We must "mourn" over our sins (Matthew 5:4).  God hates sin.  It breaks his heart, because it leads us away from Him.





The penitent mind "abhors what is evil" and then"clings to what is good" (Romans 12:9).  This is the "fruit of repentance"  (Luke 3:8).





The Motivation of Repentance


     1.The Penalty of Spiritual Death. "Unless you repent, you will all likewise perish" (Luke 13:3).  The terrifying fate of the impenitent is being "thrown into the lake of fire," which is the "second death" (Revelation 20:14).  No one can be scared into heaven but one can certainly be scared out of hell, if they read and realize the awful fate of those who refuse to repent.


    2.  The Kindness of God.  "Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?"  (Romans 2:4).  In unfathomable kindness, God gave His Son to die in our place.  Impenitence is spitting in God's face, spurning Him who stands with His loving arms wide open to receive the penitent sinner back.  His willingness to return kindness for our rebellion can melt the stubborn heart.  He is the kind God who will not be defeated by evil.





The Blessings of Repentance


      Jesus commanded "that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations" (Luke 24:47).  Repentance is the key to a clear conscience and before the Holy One. 


					





REPENTANCE


By 


Frank Walton





"The Lord is . . .patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance" (2 Peter 3:9).  The noun "repentance" (Greek, metanoia) literally means "a complete change of mind."   It's the hardest command of the Bible to be saved, because the proud obstinacy of the human will, must be broken (Revelation 9:20f).








It cost Him His beloved Son dying on the cruel cross for our sins.  In the torment of Jesus' atoning death, sin is unmasked in all its ugly enormity.  Where divine forgiveness is possible, Someone Perfect had to die on a cross for us.  We're participants with those who put the lashes on his back, the thorns on his brow and the nails in his hands!  Our sins caused the horrible death of the innocent Jesus for our salvation (Isaiah 53:5-6).


      Repentance isn't mere "regret" over the embarrassment of getting caught.  True repentance is "without regret to salvation" (Corinthians 7:10).  It never looks back about doing the right thing.  Instead of seeing sin as good, desirable and beneficial, we see it as bad, repulsive and soul damning.  The penitent heart is "broken" and "contrite" (Psalm 51:17).


     3.Forsaking Sin.  Paul preached that "they should repent, turn to God, and do works befitting repentance" (Acts 26:20).  Repentance is being sorry enough over sin to quit it.  Someone has said, "Repentance is not just saying, 'I'm sorry' but saying 'I'm through.'"  Changing the mind toward sin leads to a changed life. 





A Greater Sense of the Possible





Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.


(I Cor. 2: 9)


  The greatness of God far exceeds the limited ways in which we seek Him. In all the good things that grow out of love, it is we who are limited, not God. If we enjoy but little of the bounty that is available, it is because our hearts have been hampered by our rebellion against Him. We experience no more than a small measure of God's greatness, sometimes because of unrepentant sin in our lives and at other times because our vision of God is so inadequate. We need a greater comprehension of what is really possible, a deeper desire for what can be ours.


   One of the realities of sin is that in alienating us from God, it also stands between us and the help He could give us. And there is not one of us so free of sin that we don't need to hear Isaiah's words to Israel: "Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; nor His ear heavy, that it cannot hear. But your iniquities have separated you from your God; and your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear" (Isaiah 59:1,2). The principle embedded in this text is just as important for the devout Christian as it is for anyone else. Sin -- any sin at all, however "small" -- hinders God from blessing us fully. So if our experience of God seems meager, we may need to quit waiting for God to answer our prayers and understand that He is waiting for us to repent of the sins that keep Him from doing so.                 Cont. on Page 3








FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Sis. Marilyn Rich and Bro. Norm and Holly they especially need our prayers at this time. 


Sis. Chris Veteto as she recovers from her latest surgery and other problems of health  


Sis. Carolyn Phillips as she recovers from her fall and surgery


Sis. Margaret Clark recovering from her fall


Bro. Mike Sonen who is to deploy to Iraq


Bro. Jeff & Tandie Lacquement in their efforts to adopt a baby.


Bro. Malcolm Smith, there has been some great news. The cause of his problem has been found and is treatable. We are thankful to God for this. 


Let us remember to pray always for each other.


___________________________________


Men's Meeting


Today at 3:30 PM at the building


All Men are encouraged to attend


______________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Joey Jackson


Song Leader---Jason Gaston  Lord's Supper---Grant Hicks


Asst. 1-----Mark Bowman                  Asst. 2-----Philip West 


  Asst. 3-----Ron Wood


  Asst. 4-----Jack Green


  Asst. 5-----Zachary Huff


2nd Prayer----Norm Rich


Scripture Reading-Jeff Lacquement


Sermon-------Joe Phillips


Announcements--Marty Hammond


Closing Prayer-----Ryan Brown


Sunday PM Service





Special Service








Lord's Supper----Grant Hicks


Announcements-Marty Hammond


Closing Prayer---Jim Statham 


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Rex Veteto


Invitation---Joey Jackson


Closing Prayer---Ron Wood





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














